AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1-19. (cancelled) 

20. (currently amended) A vehicle article carrier for supporting articles above 
an outer body surface of a vehicle, comprising: 

first and second support rails secured to said outer body surface generally 
parallel to one another, and orientated parallel to a longitudinal axis extending along 
said outer body surface; 

said support rail rails each including first and second independent movable 
mounts each being slidably supported on its associated support rail, and each being 
adjustably positionable along its associated said support rail; 

each of said first and second movable mounts having a locking assembly for 
fixed securing at a desired position along said side rail, and said first movable mounts 
on each of said support rails having a pivot mechanism associated therewith;[[.]] 

a pair of cross bars supported from said support rails for supporting articles 
thereon, each of said cross bars being coupled at a first end thereof to an associated 
one of the first movable mounts, and at a second end thereof to one of the second 
movable mounts on the same one of the side rails, when in a stowed mode, so that 
each said cross bar is disposed over and parallel with one of said side rails; 
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each of said cross bars including locking structure at the second ends thereof for 
fixedly securing each said second end of each said cross bar to an associated one of 
said second movable mounts when said cross bar is in said stowed mode, and to the 
other one of said second movable mounts on the other one of said support rails so that 
each said cross bar is disposed in a spanning mode extending perpendicularly between 
said support rails and is secured at said first and second ends thereof to said support 
rails. 

21 . (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 20, wherein said 
locking structure at the second end of each of said cross bars includes a shroud having 
a manually engageable locking wheel enabling an individual to grasp and unlock said 
second end of each of said cross bars from the second said movable mount to which it 
is secured. 

22. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 21 , wherein said 
second slidable mounts that are adapted to engage with the second ends of said cross 
bars include a tab having an opening; and 

wherein said shrouds at said second ends of said cross bars each include a 
slotted opening formed by a pair of arm portions, with each of said arm portions having 
aligned openings; and 

wherein said locking wheel includes a shaft for engaging with said openings in 
said arm portions and said opening in said tab. 
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23. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 20, wherein 
said locking assembly includes manually engageable locking wheels for securing and 
unsecuring their associated said movable mounts are desired positions along their 
respective said support rails. 

24. (currently amended) A vehicle article carrier for supporting articles above 
an outer body surface of a vehicle, comprising: 

first and second support rails secured to said outer body surface generally 
parallel to one another, and orientated parallel to a longitudinal axis extending along 
said outer body surface; 

said support rail rails each including first and second independent movable 
mounts each being slidably supported on its associated support rail, and each being 
adjustably positionable along its associated said support rail; 

each of said first and second movable mounts having a manually engageable 
locking wheel assembly for fixed securing at a desired position along said side rail, and 
said first movable mounts on each of said support rails having a pivot mechanism 
associated therewith;[[.]] 

a pair of cross bars supported from said support rails for supporting articles 
thereon, each of said cross bars being coupled at a first end thereof to an associated 
one of the first movable mounts, and at a second end thereof to one of the second 
movable mounts on the same one of the side rails, when in a stowed mode, so that 
each said cross bar is disposed ovor and parallel with one of said side rails; 
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each of said cross bars including a manually engageable locking wheel at the 
second ends thereof for fixedly securing each said second end of each said cross bar to 
an associated one of said second movable mounts when said cross bar is in said 
stowed mode, and to the other one of said second movable mounts on the other one of 
said support rails so that each said cross bar is disposed in a spanning mode extending 
perpendicularly between said support rails and is secured at said first and second ends 
thereof to said support rails. 

25. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 24, wherein 
each said cross bar includes a shroud at each end thereof, each said shroud including a 
slotted opening adapted to engage with one of said movable mounts to permit securing 
of each said end of said cross bar to a selected pair of said movable mounts. 

26. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 24, wherein one 
of said shrouds is non-releasably pivotally secured to one of said first movable mounts. 

27. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 24, wherein 
each of said first and second movable mounts includes a tab with an opening for enable 
securing of one end of one of said cross bars thereto. 

28. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 24, wherein: 
each of said support rails includes an elongated channel; and 
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each of said elongated channels including a pair of threaded tap plates movable 
slidably therewithin. 

29. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 28, wherein said 
manually engageable locking wheel assemblies each include a threaded shaft for 
engaging with a respective one of said threaded tap plates. 

30. (previously presented) The vehicle article carrier of claim 24, wherein 
each of said movable mounts includes an opening, and wherein an associated one of 
said manually engageable locking wheels is disposed within said opening for rotational 
movement. 

31. (currently amended) A vehicle article carrier for supporting articles above 
an outer body surface of a vehicle, comprising: 

first and second support rails secured to said outer body surface generally 
parallel to one another, and orientated parallel to a longitudinal axis extending along 
said outer body surface; 

said support rail rails each including first and second independent movable 
mounts each being slidably supported on its associated support rail, and each being 
adjustably positionable along its associated said support rail; 

each of said first and second movable mounts having an opening with a manually 
engageable locking wheel assembly disposed within opening, each said movable mount 
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being fixedly securable at a desired position along said side rail, and said first movable 
mounts on each of said support rails having a pivot mechanism associated therewith; 

a pair of cross bars supported from said support rails for supporting articles 
thereon, each of said cross bars having a shroud at each of first and second ends 
thereof, and each of said cross bars being coupled at said first end thereof to an 
associated one of the first movable mounts, and at said second end thereof to one of 
the second movable mounts on the same one of the side rails, when in a stowed mode, 
so that each said cross bar is disposed ovor and parallel with one of said side rails; 

each of said shrouds of each of said cross bars including a manually engageable 
locking wheel at the second ends thereof for fixedly securing each said second end of 
each said cross bar to an associated one of said second movable mounts when said 
cross bar is in said stowed mode, and to the other one of said second movable mounts 
on the other one of said support rails so that each said cross bar is disposed in a 
spanning mode extending perpendicularly between said support rails and is secured at 
said first and second ends thereof to said support rails. 
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